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Preface and acknowledgments 

The texts presented here are extended and updated versions of the papers given 

at a session entitled “Archaeology and the global crisis - multiple impacts, pos-

sible solutions”, held on the 17th September 2009 at the 15th annual meeting of 

the European Association of Archaeologists (EAA) in Riva del Garda, Italy. As co-

organisers of this session, we were particularly happy to see that over a hundred 

colleagues attended and took part in some lively discussions, where sober realism 

was mixed with hope and determination. The session furthermore benefitted from 

the friendly atmosphere and excellent organisation of the EAA meeting itself, as 

skilfully orchestrated by Franco Nicolis together with Martina Dalla Riva, their 

teams and sponsors. 

Indeed the European Association of Archaeologists as a whole, so we feel, has 

amply fulfilled its vocation as meeting-ground and think-tank for professional 

archaeologists from Europe and beyond (http://www.e-a-a.org). We are grateful 

in any case that our session at Riva del Garda was sponsored – in an intellectual 

sense – by three EAA committees or working parties. One is the “Committee on 

archaeological legislation and organisation in Europe”, chaired by Christopher 

Young and Jean-Paul Demoule: the crisis and the structural changes that follow 

make the critical and comparative work of this committee more important than 

ever before. Further support was received from the “Committee on professional 

associations in archaeology”, chaired by Kenneth Aitchison, a committee that is 

acutely concerned with working practices in European archaeology and how they 

are being affected by the economic situation. The third and most recently created 

of these EAA groups is the working party on “ACE - Archaeology in contempo-

rary Europe: professional practices and public outreach” (www.ace-archaeology.

eu) – a European Commission ‘Culture’ programme funded network gathering 

a dozen of partners from across the continent to examine together the fields of 

practice and social dimensions of contemporary archaeology. In addition to the 

invaluable material support provided by the ACE network, many of its partners 

contributed their comments and insights to the preparation of the ‘Crisis’ ses-

sion, and also through subsequent meetings in Thessaloniki (with our Aristotle 

University partner) and in Budapest (with our KÖH partner). In this volume, ACE 

partners have contributed the chapters on the situations in the Netherlands, Spain, 

France and Poland. Another relevant European initiative is the “Discovering the 

Archaeologists of Europe” project (www.discovering-archaeologists.eu), a review 

of the archaeological labour market in twelve European Union states with the sup-

port of the European Commission ‘Leonardo da Vinci’ programme in 2006-2008. 

As data for the project were collected in 2007, at the height of the economic cycle, 

they give us very valuable information and insights for critical comparisons with 

the ongoing crisis situation. 

Archaeology and the global economic crisis. Multiple impacts, possible solutions, Edited by Nathan Schlanger & Kenneth Aitchison, 2010, ACE / Culture Lab Editions.



8 Archaeology and the global economic crisis. Multiple impacts, possible solutions

Thanks are due of course to all the contributors to the session. As is frequently 

the case, not all the papers given there could be included in the present publica-

tion, for various reasons. This could be compensated, however, by a couple of 

new chapters which fit well with the volume’s aims and coverage. We thank all the 

authors for working under a tight schedule, and for responding to several last min-

ute requests. While the authors retain full responsibility for the contents of their 

contributions, it is us, as editors, who will have to be excused for any eventual 

typos, repetitions or misplaced hyphenations that may have remained during the 

accelerated production process of this publication. 

KA would like to thank the following: Peter Hinton, Michael Dawson and 

Gerry Wait for commenting on draft texts, and all colleagues on the Committee 

for Professional Associations in Archaeology whose discussions contributed 

directly or indirectly to the genesis of this volume. 

NS would like to thank friends and colleagues in the ACE network and at the 

EAA for their discussions and encouragement. Thanks are also due to INRAP, 

the lead-partner of the ACE network, and especially to the Cultural development 

and communication team for their advice and support in the preparation of this 

volume. The same goes to Pascale Coulon who so efficiently put together, at such 

short notice, the disparate files and images into the shape of a proper publica-

tion. The ACE coordination team, Sonia Lévin and Kai Salas Rossenbach, were 

as always here to improve and smooth things out, notably regarding the quadri-

lingual abstracts, which have been translated by Juliette Guilbaud (into German), 

by Kai Salas Rossenbach (into Spanish), and in some cases through the individual 

authors. Finally, special thanks to our publisher, Culture Lab Editions, for unwav-

ering support. 

    Nathan Schlanger and Kenneth Aitchison

    August 2010


