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ROMUALD SCHILD

Making archaeology, not an easy task

About ten years ago, an Augenblick for a Stone Age archaeologist like myself, many of
my friends in the West still cherished an idea that they could find the “Holy Grail” of
proper archaeological theory in the forbidden East. To many Ossis, the long-sought
chalice was in the West. Thorny access to information and language barriers were re-
sponsible for these beliefs. Now, after Solidarity, several Velvet Revolutions, falls of
many walls, and the almost total political refurbishment of Europe, we know that the
Grail of the one true archaeological theory is as elusive as the object itself. For now, it
is nowhere. So, is it worthwhile to look for it?

To me, it is a part of the intellectual challenge that many of us have to face, no mat-
ter what archaeology we believe in, Kulturkreis, evolutionist, cultural materialistic,
processual or postprocessual ones, to name just some of the biggest bags. “Of making
many books there is no end” (Ecclesiastes, XII.12); there is no end to making archaeo-
logical theories too. Obviously, many of us follow or try to follow the most recent
trends, if we are not too busy describing digs, contexts, artifacts, analogies and so on.
We may struggle to position ourselves within the ever-changing intricacies of actual
theory, or the one that we cherish. But, to do so we need to know what our friends
think of making archaeology. This is exactly the purpose the Poznai Conference
served.

The conference was the first time Wessis met Ossis with the declared goal of dis-
cussing archaeological methods, theories and their history in depth. In many European
countries, archaeological theory was often just a bothersome notion, in others it was
the foremost scientific trade leading to intellectual satisfaction and often fame. The
proceedings of the Poznaf Conference will open to a grateful reader like myself a vast
panorama of European approaches to the archacologies practiced in this relatively
small part of the world that is tightly-packed with various peoples, all busily digging
for their past. I cannot end this short preface without congratulating the organizers of
the conference on their magnificent idea of bringing together so many scientists whose
excellent essays shall certainly create among all of us a more sympathetic climate for
making archaeological theory.



